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E F P A  B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N A L  A F F A I R S  
W H O  W E  A R E  &  T A S K  D E F I N I T I O N  

•Founded at the EFPA General 
Assembly in 2011 

 
• “EFPA needs a permanent body (‘Board’) that will 

monitor and assess developments in the teaching of 
psychology, develop standards, and give advice on 
issues of concern to students and teachers 

 
• The focus shall be on the academic education of 

psychology at all levels (BA, MA, PhD, postgraduate), 
but the teaching of psychology to other professions 
and the general public shall also be included.” 

  
Robert Roe, 2011 

 



B E A  M E M B E R S  

• Croatia 
• Cyprus 
• Czech Republic 
• Finland 
• Germany 
• Italy 
• Latvia 
• Malta 

 
 

• Netherlands 
• Norway 
• Slovakia 
• Slovenia 
• Russia 
• Romania 
• Ukraine 
• United Kingdom 

 
 

• 16 members 

• Countries represented: 
 

 



2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 1  W O R K P L A N  –  T H E M A T I C  
A R E A S  

1. Education and competencies gained from 

psychology bachelors 
 

2. Promoting teaching of psychology in secondary 

schools 
 

3. Promoting evidence-based teaching and research 
on teaching psychology 
 

4. Cooperation with Associated Organizations and 
other EFPA Groups  

 



O V E R A R C H I N G  G O A L :  E M P H A S I Z E  
T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F  H I G H  
T E A C H I N G  Q U A L I T Y  

• Promote evidence-based teaching, reflection of teaching 
practice, and research on teaching psychology through 
publications and public-facing papers. 
 

• The COVID-19 pandemic is currently a major public health 
issue across Europe. 
 

• BEA, in the context of its aims, current workplan and 
support of the EFPA initiative on COVID-19, has created an 
online survey to investigate how the COVID-19 pandemic 
has affected the teaching of psychology. 



O N L I N E  T E A C H I N G  O F  
P S Y C H O L O G Y  D U R I N G  C O V I D - 1 9  
P A N D E M I C  P R O J E C T  

• Survey provided by BEA in cooperation with the European Federation of 
Psychology Teachers´ Associations (EFPTA) and European Society for 
Psychology Learning and Teaching (ESPLAT). 

 

• Aim: Investigate the experiences of psychology teachers at different levels 
of education from different European countries with online/distance 
teaching of psychology. 

 

• Dissemination: Findings will be communicated to EFPA & related 
organisations on their websites and will also be published in an academic 
journal paper. 

 

• Implications: Findings will provide further guidance and examples of good 
practice to support psychology teachers in this difficult time. 

 



B A C K G R O U N D :  C O V I D - 1 9  I M P A C T  
O N  E D U C A T I O N  



T E C H N O L O G Y  

What technology 

do psychology 

educators use? 

r e s e a r c h  o b j e c t i v e s  

L E S S O N S  L E A R N E D  

What have we learned 

during the COVID-19 

pandemic about the 

teaching of psychology? 

M E T H O D S  

Which methods do 

psychology teachers 

prefer for online 

teaching? 

B A R R I E R S  

What are the main 

barriers of the online 

teaching of 

psychology? 

G O O D  P R A C T I C E  

What are the examples 

of the best practices 

in online teaching of 

psychology, 



671 psychology educators 

p a r t i c i p a n t s  

from 25 European countries 

10% 

39% 

32% 

19% 

Psychology courses 

Pre-tertiary 

Bachelors 

Masters & PhD 

Non-

psychologists 



T E C H N O L O G Y  P R E F E R E N C E  



O N L I N E  T E A C H I N G  M E T H O D S  



B A R R I E R S  A N D  L I M I T A T I O N S   
O F  O N L I N E  P S Y C H O L O G Y  
T E A C H I N G  



E X A M P L E S  O F  G O O D  P R A C T I C E   
I N  T H E  O N L I N E  T E A C H I N G   
O F  P S Y C H O L O G Y  



S U B J E C T - S P E C I F I C  B A R R I E R S  

• missing face-to-face interaction, 

• missing „atmosphere“ for sensitive issues of 

psychology, 

• problems with training practical skills, using 

practical methods (e.g., problem-based methods, 

demonstrations, games...), 

• problems with copyrighted and sensitive teaching 

materials (e.g., tests, videos, case studies...). 

 



C O N C L U S I O N  

• Psychology educators around Europe reported 

similar experiences in their online teaching. 

• Even they were able to adopt their teaching to the 

new situation, there are some subject-specific 

limitations in the online teaching of psychology. 

• More detailed analysis of both good practices and 

barriers can lead to the improvement of the 

teaching of psychology in the future. 
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